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            DOBE DOINGS

September 2007

The September membership meeting of the DPCCO is scheduled 

Wednesday September 5, 2007, 7:30 p.m., at Donatos Easton

Executive Board Meeting is scheduled 

Wednesday, September 26, 2007, 7:00 p.m., at Donatos Easton

The Prez Sez…
In what has to be one of our fastest meetings ever, our attending members got to be entertained by Ric Bir from Mad River Pet Foods, after the conclusion of the July membership meeting.  And are we glad we had the meeting prior to Ric’s talk!  He kept us well informed and enlightened on the pet food industry, answering numerous questions from our members for over an hour!  We all left with a five pound sample of Canidae dog food.  

Since there were no nominations from the floor for the elective offices, the slate of officers and directors as selected by the nominating committee will stand.  Our August membership meeting was suspended by the board since there was no business.  A reminder: On September 5th, we will have our Annual Meeting, when the slate takes office.  Anyone interested in a committee position should contact me.  Also, membership dues are due!  September 9th is Responsible Dog Owners Day and members are requested to join Central Ohio KC in that celebration.  Check with Bobbi Brady for details.

See you in September!

AEK

SAVE THE DATE FOR DOBERFEST

SEPTEMBER 15TH!

Doberfest will be on September 15, 2007, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at a new, more central location - Bark ‘Til Dark dog park (www.barktildarkdogpark.com).  There will be food, raffle and sale items, micro chipping, nail trimming, a dog wash, pet photography, canine good citizen testing and most of all – lots of room to run and play for all our canine companions.  Watch the events page of the web site, www.handmedowdobes.org, for more details.

A donation of $10 per dog gains admission 

to all activities and is tax-deductible.  Dogs must be altered and current on vaccines.  

Proof of vaccines can be brought the day of 

the event or sent in advance via e-mail to HMDDAdoptions@yahoo.com or faxed to 419-525-4376 no later than noon on September 14th.

Invite your friends!  Invite your neighbors!  MORE DOGS = MORE FUN!!!

Admission:  tax deductible $10 donation per dog.  

UPCOMING EVENTS

September 5, 2007, 7:30 p.m.

Membership Meeting, Donatos Easton

September 26, 2007, 7:00 p.m.

Executive Board Meeting, Donatos Easton

October 3, 2007

Bonfire/Picnic 

McNamara Park, Genoa Township

	DOBERMAN PINSCHER CLUB

OF COLUMBUS, OHIO

Officers

President:  Ann Keil    

Vice President:  Marge Gorslene     

Secretary:  Heather Reese     

Treasurer: Bobbi Brady     

DPCA Delegate:  Pam Foulk     

Board of Directors

Margery McCormick     

Emily Lutz, M.D.     

Editors

Heather Reese     

reeseheather@hotmail.com
Margery McCormick    

mmccorm2@insight.rr.com
DOBE RESCUE

Southwest Ohio Doberman Rescue

Toni West

fyidobes@aol.com
Rescue web site: swohiodoberescue.org
2524 Jett Hill Rd., New Richmond, OH 45157

(513) 553-2660

Hand Me Down Dobes, Inc.

Diane Ott, Chairperson   740-524-4904

    E-mail: dobiersq@yahoo.com
Rescue Web Site: www.handmedowndobes.org
P O Box 12325, Columbus, OH  43212-0235

Rescue Hotline 614/470-2851

CARDS AND FLOWERS

Contact Barbara Tignor, Human Relations Committee Chairperson, if you are aware of any member who is ill or who has had a death in the family so that she can send cards and/or flowers.  




MEMBER NEWS

Emily Lutz's red bitch Old House Talitha is now a Champion. She finished Sunday, August 19, 2007, with a four point major at the Anderson KC in Muncie, IN. She finished with three majors and one two-point show and four singles. Tali was shown by Bill Barron.

(((((
MASTERMINDS

Karl Friedrich Dobermann and his Doberman Pinschers

By Ria Hörter

Reprinted with permission of The Canine Chronicle. This article appeared in the September 2006 edition

Most dog breeds were developed after hundreds of years of evolution and lengthy selection by breeders. However, some breeds owe their existence to just one person, whose name they bear.

The double ‘n’ at the end of the family name more or less reveals the native country of the Dobermann’s creator, Mr. Karl Friedrich Louis Dobermann. He was a German ‘tax officer, flayer and dog catcher’ whose name will be forever linked with a versatile working breed. Let’s become acquainted with the circum- stances in which young Louis lived, in 19th-century Thuringia.

Imperial Germany

Karl Friedrich Louis Dobermann (Louis) was born in 1834 in the city of Apolda (Federal State of Thuringia). At that time, Germany was divided into 39 federal states. The French Occupation was over, but the Vienna Congress (1815) had not allowed Germany to unify. After the Constitution of 1849, the German federal states were united in a hered​itary German Empire under Prus​sian leadership. In 1871, when Louis Dobermann was 37 years old, the first German Emperor stepped for​ward: William I of Prussia.

The federal states retained their own monarchs and governments, however. In Thuringia, for example, the royal families of Sachsen-Coburg-Gotha, Sachsen-Altenhausen and Sachsen-Weimar-Eisenach ran the show, with the government of Thuringia responsible for cultural and administrative affairs. In 1894, the year of Louis Dobermann’s death, Emperor William II was sitting on the throne for eight years already. In a certain sense, Dobermann was a typical exponent of Imperial Germany.

‘Tax Collector and Dog Catcher’

Without a doubt, Dobermann’s profession 

impacted his decision to breed guard dogs.

We know very little about the childhood of the man whose name is associated with one of the world’s most popular breeds. Writers and historians have different opinions even about the year of his birth (1834 is correct, but some say 1823 or 1824) and the year of his death (1894 and 1891 are reported). They agree, however, about Louis’ profession: “Justizangestellter im thüringischen Apolda und darüber hinaus Abdecker, Steuereintreiber und Hundefänger für das Ambt Niederrossla.” So many words for such a humble function: collector of dog tax, catcher of stray dogs and flayer for the region of Apolda, appointed by the judi​ciary in the Federal State of Thuringia. Aside from collecting dog taxes, Louis Dobermann had to catch and skin stray dogs. His second job was that of “Nachtpolizist” - a night watchman, tra​versing the city looking for unsavoury characters.

Dobermann would certainly have benefited from a dog’s protection as he collected taxes and patrolled at night. As a dogcatcher, he could choose the best dogs for his purposes. From the beginning, his dogs were known regionally as “Dobermann’s Hunde” (“Dobermann’s dogs”).

Pinschers and Sheepdogs

We know that Louis Dobermann crossed several types of dogs to get a “harsh dog,” but there are different opinions about the dogs he bred. The famous German dog writer Richard Strebel stated: “I very much doubt if we should place the Dobermann Pinscher in the Pinscher group. Maybe he belongs in the Sheepdog group.” Strebel claimed that the first dogs bred by Louis Dobermann were Pinscher/Sheepdog crossbreds. But he noted: “It is quite possible that other breeds contributed as well.”

Breed Origins

In his book Die Deutschen Hunde (German Dog Breeds), published in 1904/05, Strebel wrote that the city’s “stray dogs catcher and dog skinner started breeding harsh dogs, together with two other men, a Turmwärter (tower guard) and a Fluhraufseher (a kind of county policeman).” For their first litters, the three men used stray dogs that were destined to be skinned! It must have been a peculiar trio, a tower guard, a county policeman and a catcher of stray dogs, walking the streets of Apolda, dur​ing the day as well as in the night. There was a certain similarity between the three men; all three preserved the law and were serving the community. Without a doubt, Dobermann’s profession impact​ed his decision to breed guard dogs. However, there were other reasons to breed this type of dog. The farmers in the Apolda region used guard dogs to deter intruders and tramps, and the dogs bred by Dobermann were also used for sever​al jobs in the police force. At that time, the dogs were called Gendarmen Hunde (police dogs).

“Schnuppe”

It’s not easy to establish the origin of the Dobermann Pinscher. There are several stories, particularly about the first years. The version of Louis Dobermann’s contemporaries is that the first litters were bred from Dobermann’s favourite bitch, a mouse-grey, smooth-coated Pinscher, named “Schnuppe.” The sire’s breed and name are unknown, but it could have been a Thüringer Sheepdog or Black and Tan Terrier. Looking at [a] photograph (circa 1870) of Louis Dobermann with two dogs, one must admit that these dogs show no similarity to the present Dobermann Pinscher. However, [a] 1903 drawing by Richard Strebel clearly shows two Dobermanns. In the intervening years, breeders had succeeded in developing a type immediately recognizable today.

1863 Dog Market

The dogs bred by Louis Dobermann from the middle of the 19th century were certainly not mongrels! Both Strebel (1905) and Sleegers (a Dutch dog writer, 1912) argued that these dogs were very much the same as smooth-coated Pinschers, with perhaps a trace of sheepdog. Louis Dobermann, how​ever, never showed great interest m the appearance of his dogs and did​n’t keep stud books. His first require​ment was to create a watchful, sharp, brave and intelligent dog. We know he succeeded. Several of his dogs were shot by hunters because they were too sharp and keen on game. In a way, this behaviour obstructed the breed’s popularity in its first years. Not infrequently, the life of such a dog ended on a chain. So in a certain sense, Louis Dobermann didn’t derive great pleasure from his dogs’ tremendous qualities as guard dogs and watchdogs. On the other hand, the presentation of Dobermann Pinschers at the first dog market in Apolda, in 1863, when Dobermann was 29 years old, was joyful and a success. This event became so important that it is officially recorded in the history of the city of Apolda.

Otto Göller

Reading the literature about Dobermann and his dogs, I almost come to the conclusion that his suc​cessor, Mr. Otto Göller, hardly credit​ed Louis Dobermann and his success. Göller owned a distillery in Apolda. He began buying quality Dobermanns and, by the turn of the 20th century was keeping about 80 dogs (!) in his villa at Stegmann Strasse 33. A salesman with a good eye for a dog, Göller became a well-known promoter of the breed. Dogs from his kennel ‘von Thuringen’ were exported abroad. In The Netherlands, for example, the first Dobermann Pinscher entered as a separate breed was shown at the Nimrod Show in Amsterdam in 1901. Göller’s love for the breed was far reaching: he pro​duced Echte Dobermanns Bitter (Real Dobermann Bitter) in his distillery.

A Different Story

Otto Göller tells a quite different story when it comes to the breed’s early history. He knew Louis Dobermann personally and in 1910 he wrote about him in Der Dobermannpinscher in Wort und Bild (The Dobermann Pinscher in Word and Picture). Göller reduced “Schnuppe” to “a cross-bred between already existing dogs in Dobermann’s time in Apolda.” Nothing about a real Pinscher. According to Göller, “Schnuppe” had been mated to a “butcher’s dog.” He does not explain what a butcher’s dog was, but we can be reasonably certain that Göller was referring to the ancestor of the pre​sent-day Rottweiler (black and tan!) crossbred with a sheepdog. It is known that these types of dogs exist​ed in Thuringia at that time. Göller further states that Pinschers and hunting dogs were also used, not purebred. At the end of his story he wrote, ‘Mr. Dobermann has bred with a mixture of these dogs in the years around 1870. As a token of admiration, Göller and his friends named these dogs after Louis Doberman….’

Blue Great Danes?

Göller had more to tell. He stated that the origin of the Dobermann Pinscher went back to the ancestors of the German Shepherd Dog, to Blue Great Danes, smooth-coated Pinschers and short-coated hunting dogs. His opinion is opposed by others, including the well-known Austrian scientist and dog fancier, Prof. Dr. Emil Hauck. The discussion continues today, the most important question being: Were Louis Dobermann’s foundation dogs purebred or was Otto Göller right about the mongrel “Schnuppe” and the ancestors of the German Shepherd? The Dutch author Seeghers (1912) wrote that Göller’s opinion was not valid and Strebel (1905) claimed that Louis Dobermann deserved all the credit.

However, there is one subject on which they all agreed: Otto Göller was the one who promoted the breed. It was he who, in 1899 and in cooperation with Oskar Vorwerk, founded the first breed club in Apolda. In the same year, the first Spezialzuchtschau (Specialty for Dobermanns) was organized, with an entry of 12 dogs. In 1905, Karl Meyer, a pharmacist in Apolda, published the breed’s first stud book.

Hauck’s Theory

Prof. Dr. Emil Hauck’s view on the origin of the Dobermann Pinscher is important. In his opinion, the smooth-coated Pinscher was the breed’s most significant ancestor. If hunting dogs were used, they must have been hounds. He doubted the influence of sheepdogs, but admitted that Black and Tan Terriers could have contributed. There had been Dobermanns with Greyhound blood and, finally, Dr. Hauck believed that cross​breeding with Great Danes or Rottweilers was likely.

Perhaps Hauck’s opinion was based on the fact that Dobermanns are sometimes born tailless. The influence of the Rottweiler? From the beginning, Dober​mann Pinschers had cropped ears and docked tails. Both are forbidden now in Germany and in most other European coun​tries, Great Britain included.

Breed Recognition

The breed club was founded in the pub Zum Bergschlösschen during the Apolda Dog Market of August 1899. At the same time, breeding rules were determined. Around 1900, other breeds clubs were found​ed in Frankfort, Hamburg, Mannheim, Hanover and Berlin. Mr. Goswin Tischler (kennel ‘Von Grönland’) arranged for the breed’s recognition in 1895. If Louis Dobermann had only lived one more year to see this!

It is said that the first Dobermann Pinscher entry was at the dog show in Erfurt in 1897. But what about the Apolda Dog Market of 1863? Louis Dobermann present​ed his new ‘breed’ amidst all sorts of dogs. A romantic engraving shows market stalls with dozens of small and big dogs. Delighted children are looking at the dogs and the difference between lap dogs and working dogs is obvious. The strongest rec​ommendation for buying Dobermann’s dogs could have been that they stood up for them​selves. Although the Dobermann Pinscher is no longer a “harsh” guard dog and killer of game, the AKC breed standard states that the breed is “energetic, watchful, determined, alert, fearless, loyal and obedient.”

Louis Dobermann would no doubt be pleased to learn that his creation still possesses some of the characteristics he envisioned more than 100 years ago.

The Son of Apolda

Louis Dobermann died in 1894, leaving four dogs in his legacy: “Rambo,” “Lux,” “Landgraf” and “Schnuppe.” If these names are correct, last mentioned is “Schnuppe 2,” because the first “Schnuppe” is pictured in [a] photo dating from about 1870.

In his home country of Germany, Louis Dobermann has not been forgotten. A bronze statue of three playing Dobermanns has been erected in Apolda. In addition,  a street has been named after him and his birthplace is marked with a plaque - a salute to the son of Apolda whose name became known worldwide.

Literature:

Handboek Kynologie, Houten, 1991.

V. Knijff-Dermout, Ken uw Dobermann 

   Pinscher, Amsterdam, 1977.

V. Knijff-Dermout, De Dobermann, Zutphen, 

   1985.

Geertje van Rheenen, D~ Dobermann, 

   Zutphen,n.d.

L.Seeghers, Hondenrassen (two volumes), 

   Amsterdam, 1912.

Richard Strebel, Die Deutschen Hunde (two 

   volumes), Munich, 1904/05.

City of Apolda.

Breed Club Dobermann-Verein e.V Abteilung 

   Apolda/Thuringen.

Breed Club Vereniging Dobermann Vrienden 

   in Nederland.

Various websites.

A breeder/exhibitor/judge and retired book​seller and publisher, Ria Hörter is a contributing editor of “Onze Hand,” leading dog magazine in The Netherlands. She also writes for “The Canine Chronicle,” “Dogs in Canada” and the Austrian dog magazine “Wuff’. (www.riahorter.com).
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Executive Board Meeting Minutes

DPCCO

July 25, 2007

Board meeting called to order at 7:30 pm at Donato’s Pizza, Easton.

In attendance:  Ann Keil, Margie Gorslene, Bobbi Brady, Pam Foulk, Emily Lutz, Morey Brady.

Minutes taken by Ann Keil in absence of Secretary Heather Reese.

Treasurer’s Report:  No change.  Notice was received from IRS regarding filing of a specific form.  Advice will be sought from financial professional regarding this form.

DPCA:  No report at this time.

Show Report:  November specialty judge will be Dr. Peter Emily.  Pam DeHetre has been contacted without response regarding the April specialty.

Pam Foulk will confirm with Lima KC [Fall] regarding DPCCO back to back specialties at the fall 2009 shows.

Discussion on new AKC show requirements.  Bobbi Brady will speak with AKC officials in September.

Old Business:  Officers and Board members are reminded of the importance of their presence at both Board and regular membership meetings.

All members/officers need to verify e-mail addresses with Heather for contact information.  An e-mail reminder is to be sent 10 days prior Board meetings [regular mail for anyone unable to receive email].

New Business:  Margie Gorslene discussed accepting new members too readily.  No immediate change is necessary, however, potential new members will be requested to attend at least two events [meetings] prior to making application.

Annual meeting will be in September, when new officers will be installed.  Morey Brady will reserve Donato’s for September, November, and December membership and board meetings.

August meeting was reviewed, and since no business was determined, the meeting is cancelled.

Bobbi Brady reminded us that September 9th is Responsible Dog Owners Day.  Several activities are planned. Contact her for details.

Meeting adjourned at 8:30 pm.

(((((
Dogs feel very strongly that they should always go with you in 

the car, in case the need should 

arise for them to bark violently at nothing right in your ear.

Dave Barry
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